#18 Pointe Du Hoc, D-Day

U.S. Rangers prepare to
climb the cliff at Pointe
Du Hoc.

Pointe du Hoc was the
location of a series of
German bunkers and
machine gun posts.
Prior to the invasion of
Normandy, the German
army fortified the area
with concrete
casemates and gun pits.
On D-Day, the United
States Army Ranger
Assault Group attacked
and captured Pointe du
Hoc after scaling the
cliffs. United States
W g — i s generals including
Dwight D. Eisenhower had found that the place housed artillery that could
slow down nearby beach attacks. When the Rangers made it to the top at
Pointe du Hoc, they had sustained 15 casualties. The force also found that
their radios were ineffective. Upon reaching the fortifications, most of the
Rangers learned for the first time that the main objective of the assault, the
artillery battery, had been removed. The Rangers regrouped at the top of
the cliffs, and a small patrol went off in search of the guns. Two different
patrols found five of the six guns nearby (the sixth was being fixed
elsewhere) and destroyed their firing mechanisms with thermite grenades.
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