
#32 The Cold War Gets Hot  

U.S. Marines faced freezing temperatures during the withdraw from the Chosin 
Reservoir.  

The Korean War was fought between North Korea and South Korea from 1950 to 
1953. The war began on 25 June 1950 when North Korea invaded South Korea 
following clashes along the border and rebellions in South Korea. North Korea was 
supported by China and the Soviet Union while South Korea was supported by the 
United Nations, principally the United States. The fighting ended with an armistice 
on 27 July 1953. 

The Battle of Chosin Reservoir was an important battle in the Korean War. The 
battle took place about a month after the People's Republic of China entered the 
conflict and sent the People's Volunteer Army 9th Army to infiltrate the 
northeastern part of North Korea. On 27 November 1950, the Chinese force 
surprised the US X Corps commanded by Major General Edward Almond in the 
Chosin Reservoir area. A brutal 17-day battle in freezing weather soon followed. 
Between 27 November and 13 December, 30,000 United Nations troops were 
encircled and attacked by about 120,000 Chinese troops. The UN forces were 
nevertheless able to break out of the encirclement and to make a fighting 
withdrawal to the port of Hungnam, inflicting heavy casualties on the Chinese. 
This marked the complete withdrawal of UN troops from North Korea. 


